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Please consider Rockville Cemetery Association when you are
making your charitable donations.
Enclosed is my tax-deductible contribution:
$25______ $50______ $100_______ Other________

As the year draws to a close, Rockville Cemetery
Association reflects on 2011 successes and challenges.
Visitors find our new road signs helpful in locating grave
sites, and many people were introduced to the property this
year. Leading us into new interpretive territory were tours
entitled “Between Fences” (for the Smithsonian Institution
and Montgomery County Historical Society) and “Ornithology
& Epitaphs” (for Peerless Rockville and Rockville Recreation
Dept.), and one for members of the Bethesda Big Train
Baseball organization. The Wootton High School students
helped us see through the eyes of future geographers and
cultural landscape scholars.
Major additions to the cemetery this year are two
handsome columbarium structures. See photos and an
article on page 3 of this newsletter.
Fred Bird continued to document veterans buried in
Rockville Cemetery. In 2011, he staked appropriate period
flags at the graves of 137 veterans and war casualties of
conflicts from 1776 to the present. Removed after Veterans
Day for the winter, new flags will be placed on all the graves
before Memorial Day weekend 2012. Fred welcomes
volunteers to help identify and honor our veterans.

Recently, RCA asked conservator Robert Mosko to
repair and straighten some 34 tombstones that have fallen
or been damaged in the upper cemetery. He will return in
the spring to complete this project, but as you can imagine
this is an ongoing responsibility. Your contribution to assist
with these repairs is greatly appreciated.
In October, the cemetery board was honored with an
award from Peerless Rockville for our efforts to restore and
maintain Rockville Cemetery. Peerless recognized RCA for
“outstanding achievement in the revitalization of Rockville
Cemetery as an historic community asset and active burial
place. Your dedication in this project serves as an example
of best practices and standards in historic preservation.”
Finally, we depend upon the community for contributions
and assistance. We welcome everyone to share historical
or interesting facts about family members, veterans,
colleagues, and friends buried in Rockville Cemetery.
Please know that your charitable contributions to RCA are
well used and tax deductible.
Dr. Stephen C. Cromwell, president

Please make checks payable to Rockville Cemetery Association.
Thank you.
Name: _____________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _______________________________________

Burt Hall
John Mohler
F. Tom Claxton, C.C.E
Francis A. Teti

Phone: ______________________________________
Email: ______________________________________

rockvillecemetery@gmail.com
301-309-0191
I’d like to volunteer. Please contact me.

Conservator Robert Mosko and interns leveling and repairing stones, November 2011. Since 2006, Mosko has
corrected 400 deteriorated, broken, and dangerous conditions in Rockville Cemetery.

Remembering our Buried

New Columbarium Structures at Rockville Cemetery

“One Grave Holds Three Shipley Babes” So begins an
article in The Washington Post dated November 23, 1920.
The report goes on to describe more than 100 citizens
gathering to watch three little caskets, each borne by four
children, as they were lowered into one grave at “Union
Cemetery in Rockville.”
Evelyn (aged 4), Harold (aged 2), and a baby boy (born
dead soon after) were the children of Mrs. Hattie Shipley,
victims of a dynamite explosion at a Germantown home
a few days before. Mrs. Shipley, who survived, was the
housekeeper of John Bolton, who lived at the house next to
Waters Mill (now in Black Hill Regional Park).
Police pieced together the story. A Germantown man
named Guy Vernon Thompson had accused Bolton of
having an affair with his wife and was shot by Bolton in an
altercation at the house. Thompson returned that night
with dynamite he had stolen from a local store to blow up
the house while the inhabitants slept. Bolton and the two
children died, while Hattie was thrown across the room and
her unborn baby did not survive.
Convicted by a Montgomery County jury, Thompson
was hanged in the jail yard (where the County Council Office
Building is today). He was the last person to be hanged
by Montgomery County; the rope is in the collection of the
Montgomery County Historical Society.
The small Shipley gravestone, paid for by citizen
contributions, is located in Section H of the upper cemetery.
Recently, Fred Bird cut away years of overgrown grass from
around the stone.

Rockville Cemetery Association is pleased to announce the recent installation of two handsome columbaria. These new
facilities will allow families niche space for the placement of their loved ones’ cremains. Statistical and anecdotal evidence
indicate a significant trend in the United States toward cremation as an alternative to traditional burials. In order to better
serve the community and to remain competitive with other active cemeteries, Rockville Cemetery Association is prepared to
accommodate this need.
One of the structures is located in the lower cemetery, at the west end of Section 1. The other is in the upper cemetery,
in Section E, next to the Pumphrey mausoleum. Both are of beautiful polished grey and black granite and fit nicely into
the overall ambience of Rockville cemetery. Installation of the structures was approved by the Rockville Historic District
Commission as compatible with and respectful of the cemetery’s historic environment.
Each columbarium holds 64 niches, weighs nearly 13,000 pounds, and is securely set upon a reinforced concrete
foundation. Each niche accommodates one urn. Names and the year of birth and death will be inscribed on the niche front.
Please call Rockville Cemetery Association at 301-309-0191 for additional information.

Photo by Fred Bird; information from The
Washington Post and from Susan Soderberg in her
GermantownPatch article of 10/31/ 2010.

Lower Cemetery (above)
and Upper Cemetery
(right) The columbarium
structures are identical.

On November 1, sixty students from AP Human
Geography classes logged in information at Rockville
Cemetery. They returned to Wootton High School to
create summaries of cultural patterns and landscapes,
histograms, and pyramids with the data collected.
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Rockville Cemetery Association contracts for
landscaping services with Solar Gardens. Company
workers take care to protect gravestones by using
string trimmers and plastic blades on their hand-held
equipment.
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