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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
2012 was a productive period for our cemetery
association. We have had a number of burials and our first
inurnment in the new columbarium in the upper cemetery.
We were fortunate to have sustained minimal tree damage
from both the Derecho and “Sandy,” a situation that we
attribute to the fine pruning and maintenance work of
Maryland Arborist Association volunteers in 2009.
Visitors to the upper cemetery may note that we are
delayed in repairing fallen and leaning gravestones this
year. This was due to illness of our conservator, who is
now much healthier and will return when weather permits.
This work is greatly aided by a grant from the Rockville
Rotary Club Foundation, for which we are grateful.
However, there appears to be some recent stone
damage, which the board is concerned may have been
caused by vandals. Should visitors observe such
vandalism, please telephone the Rockville Police (details
on page 2).
Visitors admire the American flags that Mr. Fred Bird
placed on more than 200 gravesites of deceased service
men and women. We are thankful for his gracious effort.
Please advise the cemetery board if we have missed
recognizing any military veterans. The flags will return in
time for Memorial Day.
You can follow plans, activities, and programs
through our new website, www.rockvillecemeterymd.
org The board always appreciates any help or services
of volunteers, including researchers and new board
members. I can be reached at 301-871-7614.
						
Dr. Stephen C. Cromwell, President
Rockville Cemetery Association			

December 2012

Burial Niches for Sale

Historic Rockville Cemetery
Baltimore Road, Rockville, Maryland
$2,500 for Single, $4,500 for Pair
301-294-6396
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VANDALISM AT ROCKVILLE CEMETERY
Alas, vandalism is neither new nor unique to Rockville
Cemetery. A photo in The Evening Star in 1964 shows
an estimated 60 tombstones that were overturned and/or
broken. Articles in The Montgomery Journal in the 1970s
and 80s follow tales of vandalism and the arrest of two men
who were charged with destruction.
This year we have again experienced vandalism, mostly
in the form of pushing over gravestones, some of which
have broken. This is heartbreaking, for the families and lot
owners, our cemetery conservator, and all who appreciate
historic Rockville Cemetery. In addition, vandalism is illegal.
Vandalism and removal or destruction of funerary
objects from a cemetery are crimes punishable by law.
Rockville Cemetery Association will prosecute anyone
found vandalizing or destroying gravestones, structures,
plantings, or tombs on its property. A person convicted

of violating this State law is subject to imprisonment, fines,
or both. We are advised to consult the most current
version of the Maryland Code available from the Maryland
Department of Legislative Services at: http://www.mlis.
state.md.us Turn to the Maryland Code, Criminal Law,
Title 10, Subtitle 4.
We hope that neighbors, lot owners, and friends of
historic Rockville Cemetery will serve as our eyes and
ears. To report vandalism in Rockville Cemetery: Contact
Rockville Police, non-emergency number 240-314-8900. If
you believe this is an emergency, call 911.
To complete an Anonymous Suspicious Activity Report,
go to www.rockvillemd.gov/police/forms/suspicious.
html You may submit this report online or call the nonemergency number above.

Vandals recently knocked over tens of gravestones, breaking some.

MISSION STATEMENT
Rockville Cemetery Association is dedicated to the spirit, beauty, usability, economic viability,
long-term preservation, and enjoyment of historic Rockville Cemetery. RCA maintains
Rockville’s oldest cemetery as an active burial place, including gravestone conservation
and improvement of the landscape, roads, and structures. Public outreach, education,
involvement, and responsibility to lot owners strengthen the organization’s relationship to the
community.
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GORDON W. DAISLEY
1902-1979
Section 2, Lot 165
Born in Brooklyn, NY, in 1902, Gordon W. Daisley took
advantage of an appointment to the U.S. Naval Academy to
obtain his education. He graduated second in his class in
1923 and married Augusta “Gussie” Prescott the following
year. With help from Gussie’s parents, who lived at 300
West Montgomery Avenue in Rockville, they engaged Frank
Karn to build a new Montgomery Ward catalog house at 11
Williams Street.
After several years at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, Daisley
left the Navy and went to work at C&P Telephone Company
in Washington. He attended George Washington Law
School at night, graduating first in his class, and passed the
bar in 1932. Joining Cameron, Kerkam and Sutton, a D.C.
firm, as a trial patent lawyer, he represented clients around
the world.
Daisley returned to the Navy in June 1941, telling his
family that he knew war was coming, and was assigned
to the code-breaking section for the Far East. He served
throughout WWII in naval intelligence and received the
Legion of Merit for his role in helping to break the Japanese
code. He also commanded a clandestine expedition charged
with learning the ability of the Japanese to defend their
Pacific islands if invaded. This photo shows Commander
Daisley around this time.

After the war, Daisley returned to Kenwood, where he
and Gussie had moved in 1935. There they raised two
sons, Gordon W. Jr. and William P. Daisley worked at the
law firm until his death on July 13, 1979. He and Gussie,
who died in 1985, are buried in Rockville Cemetery near
three other generations of the Prescott family.

Rockville Union Cemetery ?? continued from page 4
persons, irrespective of religious denominations.” Board
members belonged to the Episcopal, Methodist, Christian,
Presbyterian, and Baptist churches. Roman Catholics and
Baptists maintained their own cemeteries in Rockville.
In 1894, the cemetery association board appointed
an executive committee to take charge of managing the
grounds. The auxiliary group, led by Rebecca T. Veirs, was
known as the “Ladies Union Cemetery Association.” Its
energy and success seem to have led to use of the name
“Rockville Union Cemetery.” To bolster that term, people

then considered “union” to mean non-denominational.
The charter of the original cemetery association
expired in 40 years, as was the practice of that time.
Nothing changed until 2001, when “Rockville Cemetery
Association, Inc.” incorporated and took title to the
cemetery, with its assets and challenges. So when you
see erroneous references to “Rockville Union Cemetery,”
you’ll know the real story!

“If there is no place more haunting than a cemetery at night,
there are also few places more idyllic in the day.”
Edward E. Andrews, “Digging Up History” in Common-Place, Vol. 11, No. 2, January 2011.
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Rockville Union Cemetery ??
Although no doubt you have seen the title “Rockville
Union Cemetery” in one source or another, officially this
property was never so named.
Rockville Cemetery dates back to the 1730s as a burial
ground associated with an Anglican Chapel of Ease for
Prince George’s Parish. This chapel and cemetery served
for decades until our area was more densely settled. The
oldest extant tombstone is that of John Harding, who lived
from 1683 to 1752.
A 1794 map of Maryland noted this chapel on the road
from “Montgomery C.H.” to Baltimore. Although Anglicans
became Episcopalians after the American Revolution, and
the congregation moved into town in 1822, the “chapel
yard” continued in use. By the 1850s, the vestry of Christ
Episcopal Church began to consider opening burial plots to
other denominations.
In 1880, 13 white male citizens of Rockville -- by that
time a busy county seat on the new rail line -- incorporated
the “Rockville Cemetery Association of Montgomery
County, Maryland.” Its purpose was to lay out, maintain,
and improve “a public Cemetery for the burial of all

continued on page 3

Please consider Rockville Cemetery Association
when you are making your end-of-year gifts.
Enclosed is my tax-deductible contribution:
$25_____ $50_____ $100______ Other______
Please make checks payable to Rockville Cemetery
Association. Thank you.
Name: ___________________________________
Address: _________________________________
City/State/Zip:_____________________________
Phone:___________________________________
Email: ___________________________________

I’d like to volunteer. Please contact me.

