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Greetings and best wishes to all friends of Rockville 
Cemetery!  

While the last six months have been rather slow for 
burials and lot sales, the board has been busy making 
improvements and taking good care of the cemetery.  Our 
new house tenant is enjoying the many improvements and 
maintenance tasks that will keep the house in good shape.  
The never-ending gravestone conservation effort has 
continued steadily, and we also keep our tree contractor 
busy.  Perhaps most exciting, work was just completed to 
renovate two large road sections in the upper cemetery.  
Be sure to visit soon and see the results of these vital 
projects. 

All of this important and necessary work is straining 
our budget.  More than at any point in the 13 years 
since the new board took over, the cemetery needs your 
financial assistance.  As families and friends, we hope you 
will make a generous contribution in the near future.  

We made strides this year toward converting all RCA 
paper records to digital format, a major commitment.  
Mike Grant, who grew up near the cemetery and knew 
his grandparents served as caretakers a century ago, 
stepped in to guide our board in doing this now.  We must 
manage information that not only goes back 150 years 
but also requires frequent updating with new burials and 
lot sales.  Having digital records will assist cemetery 
visitors in locating gravesites of family and friends, as well 
as enabling cemetery volunteers and record keepers to 
better access those records.  

Visitors enjoy historic Rockville Cemetery throughout 
the year.  From Memorial Day to Veterans Day, flags mark 
the gravesites of service men and women from every 
American war.  A special Civil War tour coincided with the 
return of Confederate Gen. JEB Stuart in June, and this 
fall Human Geography students at Richard Montgomery 
High School came to observe, photograph and analyze 
inscriptions, and later prepare group presentations.  RCA 
welcomes groups who call in advance to schedule visits.  

Lot owners may note that the number of gravestones 
in the upper cemetery with orange tape is decreasing.  Our 
conservator, Robert Mosko, continues to repair broken 
stones and set right those that lean more than 7 percent. 

You can follow RCA activities and programs through  
www.rockvillecemeterymd.org   We always appreciate 
your assistance, services, ideas, and donations.  I can be 
reached at 301-871-7614.

                      
 Respectfully yours, 
                                             
 Dr. Stephen C. Cromwell, President 

 Rockville Cemetery Association   

2013 Sale on  
Columbarium Niches

25% off list price through December 2013 
List:$2,500 for Single, $4,500 for Pair

Historic Rockville Cemetery 
Call: 301-294-6396

PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE
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FLOWERS AND DECORATION POLICY

Two major road sections in the upper cemetery were recently redone, including milling and repaving of Northern Ave. 
and conversion of the northern perimeter road to a “carriage road” similar to the existing grass roads that cross the 
upper cemetery.  The total cost was $37,650.  Thanks to M.T. Laney for a well executed project at a fair price.   

 The intent of Rockville Cemetery Association is to 
ensure that we maintain the property with the dignity 
befitting a cemetery’s sacred ground.  We solicit your 
understanding and cooperation with our efforts. 

 Fresh cut flowers may be placed on graves at 
any time.  Metal, plastic and paper temporary flower 
containers are permitted.  For safety reasons no 
glass or ceramic containers are allowed.  Water is not 
available at Rockville Cemetery.   

 Artificial flowers may be placed on graves during 
the period of November 1 through March 15 only. 

 Live potted plants are permitted on graves three 
(3) days before and three (3) days following Easter 
Sunday.  Christmas wreaths are permitted on graves 
during the Christmas season and will be discarded 
beginning February 1.  Wreaths should be simple in 
design and not contain extraneous decorations.   

       No item or object may be attached to a headstone 
or marker.  Headstones may not be altered in any way.  
Items not permitted include permanent plantings, 
statues, vigil lights, breakable or plastic objects, 
balloons, pinwheels, stuffed animals and like items, 
and shepherd’s hooks with hanging baskets.  Military 
medallions are the exception.  Nothing placed on a 
grave may be taller than the headstone.  Unauthorized 

items will be removed and disposed of by cemetery 
staff.  If you have questions, please ask us.

 The placement or application of any hazardous 
item or substance which poses a potential risk to any 
persons, cemetery structures or grounds, or local 
wildlife is prohibited.  

 Memorial Day decorations will be allowed to 
remain on the graves for seven (7) days following 
the holiday.  Military and public service flags will 
be allowed to remain from Memorial Day through 
Veterans Day.  

 When fresh-cut flowers become unsightly, they 
will be removed by cemetery staff.  Flowers may 
be removed for routine mowing or other ground 
maintenance activities. 

 Rockville Cemetery assumes no responsibility 
for items left at graves. Due to the open nature of 
the grounds, we cannot guarantee against theft, 
vandalism or the effects of nature, including damage 
by wildlife.                                      

Approved by Board of Directors:  September 10, 2013
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WILLIAM MILES FOWLER
1843-1931

Upper Cemetery, Section F, Lot 2, Site 20

Obituary in The Washington Post, April 30, 1931.   
Photo by Fred Bird.

Lot owners may note that the number of gravestones in the 
upper cemetery with orange tape is decreasing.  Conservator 
Robert Mosko continues to repair broken stones and set right 
those that lean more than 7 percent.

The caretaker’s cottage perked up with porch and foundation 
repairs and repainting.  These porch posts are original to the 
1889 house.  

Mike Grant and Linda Lawton spent a productive October 
morning cutting vines and pulling wood from the cedar tree 
near the hipped roof shed in Section E.  



Rockville Cemetery Association 
P.O. Box 4318, Rockville, MD 20849

 
Please include Rockville Cemetery Association, Inc.                              

when making your end-of-year gifts. 
 

Enclosed is my tax-deductible contribution: 
 

$25_____      $50_____   $100______    $500_______ 
for  ____road repair       ____gravestone conservation 

____ however funds are needed 
In Memory of _______________________________ 

 
Please make checks payable to Rockville Cemetery Association.  

Thank you. 
 

      Name:  _______________________________________ 
      Address:  _____________________________________ 
      City/State/Zip:  ________________________________ 
      Telephone:  ________________________ 
      Email:  ____________________________ 

 

□ I’d like to help out.   Please contact me. 

 

2014 Annual Meeting & Election
 Tuesday, April 8, 2014 -- 7 p.m.  

at Rockville City Hall

Board of Directors:
Stephen C. Cromwell, President
Eileen McGuckian, Vice President
J. Stephen McAuliffe, Secretary
Tim Mertz, Treasurer
Fred Bird, Historian
Directors:
F. Tom Claxton, C.C.E
Phyllis E. Cromwell
Burt Hall
Francis A. Teti

MISSION STATEMENT
Rockville Cemetery Association is dedicated to the spirit, 
beauty, usability, economic viability, long-term preservation, 
and enjoyment of historic Rockville Cemetery. RCA 
maintains Rockville’s oldest cemetery as an active burial 
place, including gravestone conservation and improvement 
of the landscape, roads, and structures. Public outreach, 
education, involvement, and responsibility to lot owners 
strengthen the organization’s relationship to the community.


